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it is, you know, it’s important for people here
in America to be able to say to themselves,
“We hope it’s fair.” And I'm going to con-
tinue to insist on fair trade as well.

Finally, there is a couple of other areas
we can work on, if you've got a second. One
is energy. We consume a lot of energy. China
is consuming more energy. And we need to
share information and share technologies so
both of us can diversify away from hydro-
carbons.

President’s 1975 Visit to China

Ms. Mo. My last question, in 1975 you vis-
ited China, when your father was U.S. Rep-
resentative in Beijing.

The President. Yes, 1 did.

Ms. Mo. I know you spent your 29th birth-
day there

The President. That's right. [Laughter]

Ms. Mo. and went back a number of
visit over the years. Can you share with us
some of the memories that made the deepest
impression on you when you think of China?

The President. 1 think of how different
China is today than it was in 1975. In 1975—
first of all, T had a fantastic experience when
I went there in 1975.

Ms. Mo. Good to know.

The President. 1 really did. It was great.
It was really interesting. The two impres-
sions—a couple of impressions. One, every-
body was on bicycles; there weren’t many
automobiles. I happened to be one of the
people on bicycles. I rode all over the place
in Beijing, which was fascinating.

Secondly, I can remember how odd people
thought I looked. In other words, there
wasn't much exposure to the West, and all
of a sudden an American starts riding a bike
amongst them, and it, frankly, surprised
some people.

And thirdly, I noticed there was uniformity
in dress. People wore the same style clothes.
And that’s changed, which means there’s a
market; people are beginning to express their
own individual desires and somebody is
meeting those desires with a product. There’s
high-rise buildings that are magnificent.
When I went to Shanghai right after Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, I was—it was mind-
boggling to look at the fantastic buildings that
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had been built between the airport and the
old town.

So this is a country that has progressed
a lot since 1975, which shows the vast poten-
tial of China. And it explains to people—it
should explain to people in America why it’s
important for our Government to have a
good working relationship—as complex as it
is, but to have a good working relationship.
And we do. And that’s in the interest not
only of our respective people but it’s in the
interest of the world.

Ms. Mo. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Thanks for coming.

Ms. Mo. I wish you a very good trip to
Asia and a successful visit to China.

The President. Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The interview was taped at 1:34 p.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred
to President Hu Jintao of China; and Chairman
Kim Chong-il of North Korea. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Interview With Eagle Television of
Mongolia
November 8, 2005

President’s Upcoming Visit to Mongolia

Gonchigjav Batjav. So there are many
developing countries in Asia. So why did you
choose to visit Mongolia at this time?

The President. First of all, I am really
looking forward to going. This is going to be
an exciting trip for me and Laura. Mongolia
has got a certain fascination for me. I grew
up in the West of the United States where
there’s—where we like wide-open spaces.
And when you think about Mongolia, you
think about a big country with a lot of space.
But what’s interesting about Mongolia is it’s
more than geography now, as far as I'm con-
cerned. It’s a people that have worked hard
to become free, a democracy.

We kind of consider ourselves—and we
like the slogan, “the third neighbor” of Mon-
golia. And so I've chosen to go there because
of the spirit of the people and a leadership
that shares our desire to let the—to have a
government of and by and for the people.
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Democratic Values

Mr. Batjav. Great. So, Mr. President, let’s
talk for a moment about America’s foreign
policy.

The President. Okay.

Mr. Batjav. Democracies change leaders
every few years, so in that change often
comes a change in a nation’s foreign policy.
So what steps has your administration taken
to ensure that the foreign policy initiatives
you have taken will continue to be guiding
principles for the U.S. after you leave the
White House?

The President. Thank you. That’s a very
interesting question. First of all, there are
certain values that are inherent in our coun-
try that any leader will bring to the White
House, the value of human rights, human
dignity, freedom to worship, freedom of the
press, freedom to speak your mind. And so
foreign policy will have inherent in it those
values.

The other thing is, is that once democracy
takes hold—it’s hard work to make it work,
but once it takes hold, it's hard to change
it. Because democracy really speaks to the
people and says, “We listen to you. You're
free. You can realize your dreams.” And so
one of the things my administration is doing
is working in places where there hasn’t been
democracy. I think of the Palestinian terri-
tories or Iraq. We're working in places where
there’s a new democracy to help strengthen
those democracies. Lebanon is a good exam-
ple—Georgia, Ukraine. We're working with
countries that have dedicated themselves to
democracy but want the friendship of the
United States to help them even further de-
mocracy. And Mongolia is such a case.

And so one way you leave behind a founda-
tion that others can’t undo is to give people—
help people develop a form of government
that just can’t be unwound unless something
catastrophic were to take place inside the
country.

Mongolia-U.S. Relations

Mr. Batjav. Okay, great. So as part of our
new relationship, Mongolia has contributed
our peacekeeping troops in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. So in the future, if there are any military
threats against Mongolia by its neighbors,
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would the U.S., under your administration,
also rise to our defense?

The President. That's a very good ques-
tion. We're close friends. And by being
friends, I think we can prevent any potential
military dispute from arising. But of course
we would support our friends. We certainly
would—nobody anticipates over the next 3
years of my administration, any force being
used against our friend. But my visit should
send a signal to the people of Mongolia that
you've got a friend in the United States and
a friend in George W. Bush.

Democracy in Mongolia

Mr. Batjav. Great to hear it. So during
your visit to Mongolia, you will be addressing
the nation in a wide televised address. So
our nation is experiencing a crisis of corrup-
tion.

The President. Yes.

Mr. Batjav. So you will be speaking to
our leaders and our nation about the dangers
that corruption poses to our democracy. Can
you give us a preview about it?

The President. Well, I'm not going to give
you a preview of the speech, because then
people may not watch it if they get a preview,
see. On the other hand, I will say on your
TV screens, there should be no corruption
in government, that one of the foundations
of any government is the ability for the peo-
ple to trust the government, itself. And a
foundation of democracy and a foundation
of our foreign policy and a foundation of our
Millennium Challenge Account is that there
be honest government.

Millennium Challenge Accounts

Mr. Batjav. Okay. The next related ques-
tion is going to be to Millennium Challenge.

The President. Okay.

Mr. Batjav. So how has the issue of polit-
ical corruption affected Mongolia’s status for
the Millennium Challenge Account?

The President. Well, we intend to move
forward on the Millennium Challenge Ac-
count with Mongolia. Mongolia is a friend.
On the other hand, we will insist that as a
condition of the Millennium Challenge
checks being written that there be honest
government, that there be investment in
health and education of the people, that
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there be a dedication to rule of law and to
the marketplace.

Democracy in Mongolia

Mr. Batjav. Okay, the last question is so
important for our television. You might be
aware that the Eagle Television was the first
independent TV station established in Mon-
golia, with American Christians and Mongo-
lians are working together to advance free-
dom of speech, press, and conscience in our
country. So, first, how do you feel about the
role of ordinary American citizens supporting
this kind of work for Mongolia’s democracy?
And the second, what further role do you
think the ordinary American citizens can play
in helping to address faith and freedom in
Mongolia through media?

The President. Very good question. First
of all, I believe in a free media, and I believe
that people ought to—and a media that is
independent from government, like we have
in America, is an important part of a society.
In other words, government officials should
not fear a free media; they ought to welcome
a free media.

Listen, in my own media, I don’t agree
with everything that is said, but I strongly
support their right to say it, just like I strongly
support the right of people of faith to be in-
volved with helping to spread this concept
of freedom.

Secondly, I think investments will help the
people of Mongolia. In other words, there’s
a way for people in America, businesses for
example, to invest in Mongolia, because that
means jobs and stability and a good future.

But no, listen, you'll find Americans are
very compassionate people that love free-
dom, and they want to help people be free.
And by the way, your form of government
is democracy, but it ought to reflect your tra-
ditions and your great history. And I know
it is.

Listen, I'm looking forward to going to
your wonderful country. It’s going to be a
fantastic experience. I'm excited. I truly am
excited to come.

Mr. Batjav. Great. Thank you, sir.

The President. Yes, very good job. Thank
you.

NotE: The interview was taped at 1:43 p.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
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broadcast. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Remarks on South Asia Earthquake
Relief Efforts

November 9, 2005

One month ago, the nation of Pakistan suf-
fered its worst natural disaster in a century
when a massive earthquake struck northeast
of the capital city of Islamabad. The human
toll is staggering. This disaster has taken the
lives of more than 70,000 of Pakistanis. It
has injured almost 70,000 more and left near-
ly 3 million people without their homes. In
India, the earthquake killed more than a
thousand people and injured over 6,000 oth-
ers.

As the harsh mountain winter approaches,
millions of people in these affected areas will
continue to need food, water, shelter, and
medical care. They will also need long-term
help to get their lives and communities back
on their feet. Once again, the world is called
to comfort those affected by a terrible natural
catastrophe. People across our country pray
for the people in Southeast Asia, and people
in our country are willing to help as well.

The United States is playing a leading role
in the relief and recovery efforts, in coopera-
tion with the Government of Pakistan. We’ve
already made $156 million available for relief
and reconstruction needs. We've provided
food, water, blankets, tents, and medical
care. We have disaster response personnel
on the ground to assess needs and offer as-
sistance.

Our military is playing a key role as well.
A Navy construction battalion is helping to
clear roads and solve other engineering chal-
lenges. Our helicopters have flown over a
thousand missions to deliver aid to isolated
areas. And they have transported thousands
of people to places where they can receive
medical treatment and shelter. We've also
got a military hospital now operating in Paki-
stan. I'm grateful to the men and women in
uniform for the noble work they are doing,
and they represent the best of America, the
generous spirit of our country. Our Govern-
ment’s response to this tragedy is—should



